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Mission Statement
We exist to support children and adults with disabilities through philanthropy 
for Northwest Special Recreation Association.

Vision Statement
Maximizing all philanthropic opportunities to build a future that is diverse and 
inclusive by opening doors through innovative services and community 
opportunities.

About SLSF
Special Leisure Services Foundation (SLSF), a 501 (c)(3) non-profit foundation, is 
the fundraising arm of Northwest Special Recreation Association (NWSRA). 
NWSRA is a partnership of seventeen park districts in the northwest suburbs of 
Chicago providing year-round recreational services to children and adults with 
disabilities. Current participation levels exceed 12,000 registrations per year. 
Through participation in NWSRA activities, individuals with disabilities are 
more productive members of their community, realizing greater independence, 
self-esteem and self-worth.

How Does SLSF Raise Funds?
◉ Events – SLSF has a year round special events calendar featuring the Gold Medal Fashion Show, Celebrate Ability Gala, and 
      six  unique Golf Outings.
◉ Grants – SLSF takes advantage of granting opportunities through local corporations, charitable foundations, and state & 
      local  governmental granting programs.
◉ Sponsorship – Individuals, corporations, local businesses, civic organizations and community leaders are welcomed to 
      participate in the eight fundraising events as event sponsors or provide funding towards SLSF’s Five Pillars.
◉ Donations – SLSF raises funds to support NWSRA programs through various campaigns such as the Annual Appeal, Lightning 
      Athletics Booster Club, Corporate Donation Matching programs, and general individual donations.

How to Get Involved?
◉ Be a Virtual Supporter – Like and follow SLSF and NWSRA on all our social media platforms! Share our programs and fund
     raising events, invite your friends to like, follow, share, and attend!
◉ Volunteer – Be an event day volunteer for one of our eight fundraising events, join an event committee, or volunteer at an 
     NWSRA program with your business or organization. 
◉ Sponsor – Sponsor an event or program as an individual or business and receive exposure through web, print, and social 
      media.
◉ Donate – Donate your talent to an NWSRA program and expand participants’ skills, donate an item or service in-kind, or 
     donate your treasure to making a lasting impact on the lives of individuals with disabilities through a one-time or a recurring
     monthly donation.
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Foundation Dollars Provide:

◉ Transportation
The purchase and maintenance of wheelchair
accessible vehicles that provide transportation to
NWSRA programs, special events and trips.

◉ Programs
Innovative services and programs such as PURSUIT &
cultural arts programs, as well as new program
opportunities and the purchase of adapted equipment.

◉ Inclusion
The training and provision of sta� and resources
necessary to allow individuals with disabilities to
successfully participate in local park district
recreation programs.

◉ Scholarships
Funding to provide financial support to those in
economic need to participate in NWSRA programs.

◉ Athletics
The training of athletes with physical, visual or cognitive
disabilities to compete on sports teams with the
opportunity to advance to district, state and
international levels. NWSRA also o�ers leagues where
athletes with disabilities partner with their non-disabled
peers, encouraging positive interaction and a team
atmosphere.

Annual Support 
Goals:

Transportation
$61,000

Programs
$105,000

Inclusion
$10,000

Scholarships
$40,000

Athletics
$18,000
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Connect with Us

“NWSRA has provided Alessia and I with invaluable services. I know she will be taken care of while she is 
participating in NWSRA services, but also she is having a good time and socializing. She gets to have fun 
and I get peace of mind. It is important to me that Alessia is with people that treat her properly. I know 

she has fun and interacts with others.” - Parent


